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i KINes x. 9. 
Bleſſed be the Lord thy God which 
delighted in thee to fet thee on the 
throne of Iſrael; becauſe the Lord 
lou d Ifrael for ever, therefore 
made he thee king, io do judgment 
and Juſtice, | 


Es E words are part of the 
diſcourſe, which the queen 

of Sheba, who is call'd by our 
Saviour queen of the South, Matt. zü. 
addreſſes to king Solomon. 42 
Who this queen of Sheba was, is uncer- 
tain. “* Foſephus thinks that ſhe reign d 4 
over Mopt and Ethiopia, and tis con- 

jectur d that ſhe might have her palace at 


enn 2 332 
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® Foſep. 1, 8. Ant, c. 6. Sect. 5. 4n, Hud 
B Meroe, 
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(2) 

Meroe, (where women reign'd for many 
ages, aſſuming the name of Candace) 
which was anciently call'd * Saba. Others 
with greater probability apprehend that 
ſhe came from the ſouth part of Arabia 
Felix, near the red-ſea, Of this; the pre- 
ſents which ſhe brought to Solomon, VIZ. 
ſpices, gold, and precious ſtones, which 
are not found in Meroe, but abound in 
Arabia Felix, are no inconſiderable proof: 
To which we may add that Meroe cannot 
be deſcrib'd as the ends of the earth, from 
whence, our Saviour faith, this queen 
came, there being many large countries 
in Africa beyond Meroe, but none be- 
yond the Sabæans in Arabia, whoſe coun- 
try lay upon the ſea 7. 


The occaſion of her coming to Feruſa- 
lem is repreſented in verſe the rſt. And + 
when the 2 of Sheba heard of the 


fame of Solomon, concerning the name of 


the Lord, ſbe came to prove him with 


hard queſtions. The way by which ſhe 
heard of king Solomon, and the God 
of Iſrael, in all probability, was by the 
ſhips that went to Ophir, which fail'd 


ep. I. 2. P. 79. Hud. t Boch, Phal. I. 2. c. 26. 
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by her coaſt ; where, when they touch'd, 


(as in other places) they extoll'd the God 


of Iſtael as above all gods, proclaim'd 
the grandeur of the temple erected at 
Jeruſalem for his -worſhip, and ſpread 
the fame of the magnificence and wit- 
dom of Solomon their king. Mov'd by 
theſe reports, and having a ſtrong incli- 
nation herſelf to wiſdom, ſhe went roy- 
ally attended to converſe with him, and 
try him with hard queſtions, to know 
whether he was ſo wiſe as report made 
him in natural, political and divine 
things. And when ſhe ſaw his skill and 
magnificence, in the number, variety, 
and order of his attendance, the beauty 
of his palace and of the nobler ſtructure 
of the temple, the decent pomp of pay- 
ing homage there to God the king of 
Iſrael; when ſhe found that he anſwer'd 
all the difficult queſtions ſhe propos'd to 
him to her ſatisfaction, and that ere 
was not any thing hid from the king 
which he told her not ; there was no more 


Fa 


v. 3, 5. 


ſpirit in her, ſo perfectly aſtoniſh'd was 


ſhe! from which amazement when ſhe 
recover'd, ſhe addreſs'd the king: It was 
@ true report that I heard in my own 
country of thy acts and 7 thy wiſdom, 
howbeit I believed not the wards tilt I 

B 2 came, 


6, 7. 8. 9. 


(4) 


game, and mine eyes had ſeen it; and be- 
hold the half was not told me, thy wiß 
dom and proſperity exceegeth the fame 
which I heard : Happy are thy men 
LSubjects] and happy are thoſe thy ſer- 
vants which ſtand continually before thee 
and hear ” wiſdom. Bleſſed be the 
Lord thy God which delighted in thee, 
to ſet. thee on the thrane Ifrael; be- 
cauſe the Lord loved Iſrael for ever, 
therefore made he thee king, to do judg- + 
ment and juſtice. In theſe words there 
are four things remarkable. 


I. The praiſe that the queen of SHeba 
offer d up to God, who had ſhewn pecu- 
liar favour to Solomon, Bleſſed be the 
Lord thy God. 


II. The foundation of this th who 
hath delighted in thee, to rk thee on the 
throne of 1ſrael. 


III. The love that hereby God mani- 
feſted to Iſrael, Becauſe the Lord loved 
hy far ever, therefore made he thee 


king. 


IV. The deſign of God in thus raiſing 


him, 70 4o . and juſtice. 
. The 
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I. The praiſe that the queen of Sheba 
offer d up to God, who had ſhewn pecu- 
liar favour to Solomon, Bleſſed be the 
Lord thy God. 


Bleſſed be the Lord. The word [*Lord] 
ſignifies the firſt, eternal and immutable 
Mind, who is the true and living God, 
to whom every perfection in the higheſt 
degree is to be aſcrib'd, the Creator of 
heaven and carth, and in a peculiar ſenſe 
the God and King of Iſrael. Who di- 
rects and governs Sl events by his wiſe 
providence ; from a firm perſuaſion of 
Which it is, that the queen of Sheba, 
ſenſible of the great qualifications of 
Solomon to be king, and of his remark- 
able acceſſion to the throne, offers up 
her praiſe, Bleſſed be the Lord: An ex- 
ample worthy of the imitation of prin- 
ces ! 


| It is highly probable by this, that ſhe 
became a proſelyte before ſhe return'd to 
her own country, and in conſequence 
tranſported thither better things than ſhe 
preſented to Solomon, vis. the treaſures 


r I V. Pari, in loc. 


of 


1 Chron, 
i. 32, 


1 Chron, 


xii. 18. 


(6) 

of heavenly wiſdom. To this change, 
her own eager and diligent purſuit to 
attain the truth of the fame of Solomon 
concerning the name of the Lord, and 
the experience ſhe. had of his extraordi- 
nary and divine knowledge in the ſatiſ- 
fatory anſwers he . gave to the difficult 
queſtions, ſhe. had liberty to propoſe to 
him, without doubt ftrongly diſpos d her: 
Not to mention the opinion of Theodoret, 
That ſhe was a religious woman, as far 
as the light of nature directed; and the 
Hebrew tradition, That ſhe had ſome 
tincture of reveal'd religion from her 
pious anceſtors, deſcending (as the Fews 
think) from Abraham by Keturah, one 
of whoſe ſons begat Sheba. 


Bleſſed be the Lord h/ God: Which 
words ſeem dcſign'd to expreſs the pe- 
culiar and diſtinguiſhing favour that God 
had ſhewn to Jo/omon; and in this man- 
ner the phraſe [thy God] is us d in other 
places. Then the Spirit came upon Amaſat 
who was chief of the captains, and he 
ſaid, thine are we, David, and on thy 
fide : Thou ſon of Feſſe peace, peace be 


unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers, 


pfl. exlyi, For thy God helpeth thee. The Lord ſhall 


10. 


reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, 
| | unto 


(7) 


ne . Thon N 4 LL lf z. 
or 


in the hand of the 
ant w 09 hes iadem in the land of thy 


God. The ſpecial favour of God to 
Solomon, which the queen of Sheba has 
a refererice to, in this manner of ex- 
preſſion, is repreſented in the following 
| 8 who delighted in thee to ſet thee 

en the throne of Hat: Which brin gs 
me to the 20 head. 


I. 1 he foundation of the praiſe which 
the queen offers up to God: Bleſſed be 
the Lord thy God who delighted in thee, 
to ſet thee on the throne 7 Ifraet : Im- 


Pe, 


1. A general acknowledgment of the 
providence of God, in raiſing up princes, 
and in depreſſing them as he pleaſes. In 
the opinion of the queen of Sheba, God 
plac'd Solomon on the throne of T1/rael. 
This ſentiment univerſally prevail d a- 
mong the moſt ancient caſtern nations, 
before the principles of natural religion 
were greatly corrupted, and traditionary 
inſtructions from revelation had loſt their 


force. With him is ſtrength and uiſ Job xii. 
dom : The deceivd and the deceiver are 1 
his. He leadeth counſellors away ſpoil d,. 13. 


and 


(8) 
and maketh the judges fools ; he looſoth 
the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins 
with a girdle ; he leadeth princes away 
ſpoil d, and overthroweth the mighty ; he 
poureth contempt upon princes, and weak- 
neth the ſtrength of the mighty ; he in- 
creaſeth the nations, and deſtroyeth them; 
he enlargeth the nations, and ſtraitneth 


Prov. viii. them again. By him kings reign, and 
15. 16. princes decree juſtice: By him princes 


rule, and nobles, even all the judges of 
the earth. And 'tis no wonder that this 
opinion ſhou'd ſo generally prevail, when 
the perſuaſion of a providence ſtands ſo 
cloſely connected with the belief of 2 
God, the proof of whoſe exiſtence lies 
extremely obvious; that tis difficult to 
conceive how the one ſhou'd be enter- 
tain'd and not the other, 


2. The expreſſion, who delighted in thee; 
to ſet thee on the throne, carries in it more 
than owning in gencral a divine provi- 
dence towards princes, conſequently to- 
wards Solomon, in placing: him on the 
throne. The original * word is em- 
phatical, and well render'd in our tran- 
flation, delighted, and ſeems to include 


r c 332nc9 &r vol. | 


| (9) 
in it the great pleaſure that God tock in 

him, Which was expreſs d by his remark- 
able interpoſures to raiſe him to the 
throne, and the extraofdinary and un- 
common qualifications of knowledge and 
wiſdom which he communicated to hit, 
to fill\up[fach' a character wich TR 


and abend . Boucher 


It is highly * ben the en 
of Sheba was led ſo far as Feruſalem, to 
enquire into the truth of the report of 
Salomons wiſdom, and when ſhe found 
that \ i6\\ ſurpriſingly excceded common 
fame, that ſhe wou'd by the ſame cu-- 
riolity.'be:induc'd to look into every cir- 
cumſtance of the hiſtory of ſo great a 
man, whoſe wiſdom ſhe deſervedly had 
in ſo high admiration. This being ſup- 

os'd likely, tis ſcarce poſſible that ſhe 
ſhou'd not be inform'd of the unſucceſs- 
ful attempt of Adonijah, to be king 
over Iſrael, even while David was living. 


The ſtory lies thus: Adonijah, who was; xings 
a very goodly man, and ſo more likely i. 6. 


to draw the people after him, pretend- 
ing to the crown, becauſe (Abſalom being 
dead) he was next to him in order of 
birth, and aſſiſted by Joab the ſon of 
„ Who had inſolently treated 

6 David 


( 10) | 
David his king in his great affliction, 
and- threaten'd a new rebellion ; and by 
: Sm. Abiathar the prieſt and all the men of 
*ix.7- Judab the king's ſervants, endeavourd 
to raiſe himlel to the throne, contrary 
+ Chron. to the deſign of God. But the word of 
og 8. 9. the Lord came to me David] ſay 1 
"Behold a ſon ſball be. lorni ta ther 
ſhall be a man of reft, and I will ive 
him reſt from all his enemies round: about, 
for his name ſhall be Solomon: Aud 1 
Will give peace — vietmeſ $:unto Iſrael 
in his dar. And I wi ade the 
throne of his kingdom over eu for 
v. 17. ever. David alſo. commanded all the 
princes of Iſrael to help Solomon his: ſon. 
ch. * And of all my ſons (for the Lord. 25 
„ given me many ſons) he hath choſen Solo- 
mon my ſon to ſit upon the _ of the 
kingdom of the Lord, over Iſrael. More- 
over I will ſtabhifh his kingdom for ever, 
F he be conſtant to do my commandments 
and my judgements as at this day. All 
this undoubtedly was known to Aamija, 
which made his crime the greater, in 
ſetting himſelf againſt the decree of hea- 
yen; and he himſelf confeſſes as much, 
1 Kings FJowbeit the kingdom is turn d about, and 
: 6s become my brather's, for it was his from 
the Lord. If this _= of. e hi- 
1 ory 


0 119 

ſtory had come to the knowledge of the 
queen of Sheba (as probably it had) tis 
likely that ſhe mi he have a reference to 
it when ſhe breaks out, Bleſſed be the Lord 
thy Cod, who delighted in thee, to ſet thee 
on ; the throne of That F — — 
the vain and 5 — pretenſion and at- 
tempt of Aadonijab to the contrary. 


Or the queen may have a regard to 
the extraordinary knowledge and ſingular 
wiſdom which Solomon had receiv'd from 
God, by which he was eminently qualify'd 


to be king over Iſrael. And when the v. 4. 6. 8. 


queen of Sheba had ſeen all Solomon's 
wifdom,——ſhe ſaid to the king, It was a 
true report that I heard in mine own 
land of thy acts and of thy wiſdom ; 
happy are thy Cſubjects, * are 12 
thy 1 which ſtand continually be- 
fore thee, and that hear thy wiſdom. 
Bleſſed be the Lord thy God that de- 
ted in thee, to ſet thee on the throne 
of Iſrael. In Gibeon the Lord appear d 
to Solomon in a dream by night, and God i 
ſaid, Ask what I ſpall give thee : And 
Solomon ſaid, Tho 7% owed to thy 
ſervant David my father great meg, 
according as he walked before thee, in 
truth, and in righteollfueſs, and in up- 
C 2 right- 


1 Kings 


iii. 5. 


chap. ii. 
6, 9. 


(42) 
tueſs of heart, I thou. ha t 
2 this great 1 ie; * 16 
gruen him a ſon to ſit on bis throne, as 
it is this day.. And now, O Lord. ny 
God, thou haſt made thy ſervant ling in- 


ſtead o 7 Dae my father, and I am but 


a little child. , Some. interpreters appre- 
hend that he was but twelve ycars old when 
he ſpake theſe words, and when he ſo 
skilfully determin'd. to which, of the two 
harlots the child, that was claim'd by both, 
really did belong: Which was the, age of 
our Saviour * he diſputed. in the 
temple with the doQory *. But Abarbinel 
hath ſhewn, that they ground this upon 
an uncertain computation, and that, if he 
was but a child of twelve years old now, he 
muſt have begun to reign when he was 
but ſeven or eight years old; for he had 
ſat ſome years upon the throne, as ap- 
E by the foregoing ſtory, when he 

ad this dream. His father calls him a 
wiſe man when he left the throne to him, 
and from many other ſtrong arguments, 
he concludes him to be at leaſt twenty 


years old when he began to reign. It is 


therefore ande that he calls kinaſelf 
here a child with alpen only to his skill 


| ny. Lighf, Harm, * 
| in 


wy 
ih managing publick affairs; as the fol- 
lowing words make appear; I know noÞ 
bow 10 go out or come in, and thy ſer 
vant is in the midſt of thy people u ich 
thou haſt choſen, à great people that can- 
not be number d nor counted for multi- 
rtude ; give therefore thy ſervant an un- 
derſtanding heart to judge thy people, that 
1 may diſcern between good and bad; for 
who is able to judge this thy ſo great 4a 
people ? And the ſpeech pleaſed the Lord 
that Solomon had asked this thing. Bleſſed 
be the Lord thy God who delighted in 
thee ta ſet thee on the throne of Iſrael, and 
furniſh thee, according to thy own. gene- 
rous deſire, with extraordinary knowledge 
and uncominon wiſdom. And Cod ſaid : Kings 
pra him, Becauſe thou haſt aged this" 1. 12. 
Hing, and haſt not asked for thy ſel, 
life, neither haſt ask'd riches for thy 
5 nor haſt ask'd of life of thine ene- 
mies, but haſt asd for 4457 Vi under- 
ſtanding to diſcern judgment; . 1 have 
done according to hy words; lo, I have 
given thee a wiſe and underſtanding heart, 
fo that there was none like — be fore 
thee; neither after thee ſhall any ariſe like 
unto thee: And I have alſo given that 
which thou haſt not 'asked, both riches 
and honour, ſo that there ſhall not be any 


among 
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„ 
among the kings like unto thee all thy 


is on the Yr br And Solomon's wif 
dom excelld the wiſdom of all the chit- 
dren of the eaſt-country, and all the wiſe 
dom of Egypt. And he ſpake three thou- 


ſand Proverbs ; he ſpake of trees, from 


the Cedar-tree that is in Lebanon even 
unto the Hyſſop that ſpringeth out of the 
wall ; he ſpake alſo of beaſts, and of fowl, 


and of creeping things, and of fiſhes ; and 


there came of all people to hear the wiſ- 
dom of Solomon, from all kings of the 
earth which had heard of his weſdom. 
Bleſſed be the Lord thy God who hath 
delighted in thee, and imparted ſuch ex- 
tenſive knowledge, and ſuch admirable 
Skill to uſe it, to diſcern between good 
and bad, and determine right, (a re- 
markable inſtance whereof we have in 
his deciding to which of the two har- 
lots the living child belong'd, when by 
2 feint of à cruel diviſion, he tracd the. 
tender emotion of the true and real pa- 
rent ;) and who hath rais'd thee to the 
molt elevated ſtation of being king over 
Tfrael, that ſo great arid peculiar. avcom- 
pliſhments might have an anſwerable in- 

fluence 


615 
fluence upon the happineſs of the peo- 
ple whom God had choſen, and to whom 
he had expreſs particular and diſtinguiſh'd 
regard. Which brings me to the third 
head. | 


III. The love that God hereby mani- 
feſted to Iſrael. Becauſe God loved I 
rael for ever, therefore made he thee king. 
The word * that the Caldee pharaphraſe 
makes uſe of to ſignify [/oved] carries 
in it conſiderable emphaſis, denoting the 
tendereſt affection, which ſeems to be 
intended in the text, Becauſe God lov'd 
Iſrael, whom he had fix d upon to be his 
peculiar people in a ſpecial and particu- 
lar manner, for ever, with an affection 
as laſting as their + conſtitution ſhou'd 
be, while they obſerv'd his laws; there- 
fore made he thee king, thee who art ſen- 
ſible of the end of government, fo di/- 
cern Judgment ; ; the weight and importance 
of ſo great a charge, I know not how 
to go out or come — and thy ſervant is 

in the midſt of thy people, which thou 
50% choſen ; and in 2 haſt ſin- 
—_— and with rent ſucceſs addreſt d to 
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God 


(16) 


God, not for thy ſelf, for life, nor 
riches, but ann to = ſudg- 
ment. 


In whatever prince ſuch characters are 
found, the people over whom he reigns 
cannot fail of being happy; and ſince tis 
by divine providence that publick bleſ- 
ſings are either granted or deny'd, it can- 
not be doubted but that when a perſon 
is raiſed to a throne, who has clear ap- 
prehenſions that the ends of government 
are the liberty and happineſs of the peo- 
ple, and who ſteddily purſues thoſe views 
with conſiderable wiſdom, God expreſſes 
favour to the people over whom ſuch an 
one is advanc'd, and in proportion to the 
degrce and meaſure of ſuch royal quali- 
fications, Since then Solomon remarkably 
excelld in diſcerning that the true deſign 
of kingly power was to ſecure impartial 
adminiſtration of juſtice, and guard the, 
ſubjects in all their rights; ſince he had 
extenſive knowledge and conſummate wiſ- 
dom communicated to him from God in 
anſwer to his own requeſt, to fit him 
for that faithful diſcharge of this province, 
(of the weight and importance whereof he 
had the livelieſt ſenſe) ſince in conſequence 


his alliance was courted by other princes, 
| = and 


(17 


and advantages for commerce gain'd, all i K'agsy. 


which render'd him diffulively beneficial, 
and a bleſſing to all 1/recl, antwerably 
to the uncommon talent which he pol” 
ſeſs'd, and which he. carefully us'd tor 
the happineſs of the people whom God 
had cholen : when the queen of 'Sheba 
ſays, Becauſe the Lord lowd Iſrael for 
ever, therefore hath he made thee. king, 
we may well undcrſtand that ſhe intended 
thereby to exprels the tendereſt and moſt 
intenſe affection. „ ON 

IV: We have in the words the deſign: 
of God in making Solomon king, becauſe 
the Lord loved Iſrael for ever, there- 
fore made he thee ling, to go judgment 
and juſtice. e 


The word which we i judgment 
ſignifics the civil laws that God gave to 
the people of Iſrael, which ſeem to have 
no other fitneſs for their being enacted, 
than what may ariſe from the circum- 
ſtances of the V7ewiſh nation at that time: 
And the term ſuſtice denotes the rights 
to which even reaſon and equity may 
give every perſon a claim. To do judg- 
ment and juſtice then ſtands to expreſs; 
determining what is right in the ſeveral 

D con- 


1 Kings 


5 
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(18) 
controverted caſes that might turn up a- 
mong the people of IJſrael according to 
the laws that God had favour'd them 
with, carefully attending to ſtrict and im- 
partial juſtice to every ſubject. In the 
charge that David gave to Solomon when 


he approach d near his end, a variety of 


words is made uſe of to repreſent this. 
T go the way of all the earth, be thou 


li. 2, 3. frrong therefore and ſhew thy ſelf a man, 
and ke 


the charge of the Lord thy God, 
fo walk in his ways, to keep his ſtatutes 
and his commandments, and his judg- 
ments and his teſtimonies ; under which 
words are comprehended all the laws of 
Moſes ; ſtatutes being ſuch conſtitutions 
as had not their foundation in apparent 
reaſon, but in the will and pleaſure of 
God, as not to ſow two ſeeds of different 
kinds together : Commandments were mo- 
ral duties, which had a manifeſt reaſon, 
as not to ſteal, &c. Fudgments were the 
laws belonging ſtrictly to civil govern- 
ment in things between one man and 
another; and teſtimonies were ſuch laws 
as preſery'd the remembrance of ſome 
great things, and teſtify d to them the 
loving kindneſs of the Lord, as the ſab- 
bath, paſloyer, and the reſt of the feaſts. 


There- 


(19) 


Therefore made he thee king, to do 
judgment and juſtice, expreſſes that this 
was the intention and view of God in 
Placing Solomon on the throne e 
Tho God yielded to the unreaſonable 
and impious requeſt F all the elders of 
Iſrael, make us a king to judge us like 
all the nations, thereby rejecting him 
that he ſhou'd not reign over them; at- 


ter he had by Samuel repreſented the va- 1 Sam. 


rious oppreſſions they might expect toi. 
fall under by abſolute and uncontrou]- 
able power, yet ſince he. had choſen the 
children of 1/rael to be his peculiar peo- 
ple, and had ſhewn them particular and 
diſtinguiſhing favours, he wou'd continue 
in ſome meaſure his goverament over 
them, and for that reaſon, made the 
proſperity of the king depend upon the 
obſervance of the laws which he had gi- 
ven 'em, to render them as free and 
happy as their circumſtances wou'd admit. 
And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, 
to walk in bis ways, to keep his ſtatutes, 
&c. that thou may ſt proſper in all that 
thou doſt and whitherſoever thou turneſt 
thy ſelf; that the Lord may continue his 
word which he ſpake concerning me, 
(David, for they are his words when he 

D 2 drew 


(20) 
drew near his end to Solomon his ſon) 


1 Kings ſaying, If thy children take heed to their 


ii. 1, 


chap. iii. 
6. 


Deut. 


way, to walk before me in truth with all 
their heart, and all their ſoul, there ſhall 
not fail thee (ſaid he) a man on the throne 
of Iſrael And Solomon ſaid, Thou 
haſt ſhewed umto thy ſervant David my 


father great mercy, according as he walked 


before thee in truth and in righteouſneſs. 
By this it appears that the theocracy did 
not entirely ceaſe upon granting their pe- 
tition of having a king (as the other na- 
tions around them had) inveſted with 
deſpotick and abſolute power, and that 
God was more deſirous of thcir true li- 
berty and real happineſs, than they them- 
ſelves were. : 


© Therefore made he thee king, to do 


judgment and Juſtice, not to act᷑ by arbi- 


trary will, and ſacrifice the juſt liberties 
and rights of men to meer ſovercign plea- 
ſure; uch a power (as it carries in it no 


rea] excellency but the contrary,) cannot 


have its origin from God. His throne is 
cſtabliſh'd in rightcouſnels, - Hi Wark is 


Ari. 4. perfect, for all his ways are Judgment, 4 


greateſt ablurdity imag ine that God ſhou'd 


God of truth and without» iniquity, juſt 
and right is he. We cannot without the 


give 


( 5x ) 


give to any a commiſſion to act what i is 
contrary to his owniperfetions} and the 
rule by which he! ſteddily condudts him- 
ſelf. When 'Solpmon was fet by him on 
the throne of Ifraet,' it was 10 as Judg- 
ment and Juſtice. et 

Having thus explain the words it 
were icaſy from what we have offer d to 
draw a parallel between the attempt of 
Adonijah, to ſet aſt de the act of ſettle- 
ment in Solomon, the aſſiſtance which 
was given him for that purpoſe by ab 
the ſon of Zeruiah, Abiathar the prieſt, 
and the ſervants of David, and its 
unſucceſsfulnels by the kind interpoſi- 
tion of divine providence; and the liko 
circumſtances which atrended the: happy 
acceſſion of our gracions Sovereign 
Kix GEORGE to the Britiſp throne. 
But I apprehend that your own reffections 
have outrun me, and ſuperſeded the ne- 
ceſſity of drawing ſuch reſemblances : As 
the freedom of Britons, (ariſing from the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion) renders it unneceſ- 
ſary to make flattering compariſons of the 
wiſdom! of Solomon with king George's, 
_ Whoſe skill however in the arts of go- 
verning is allow'd to be conſiderable, even 
by his enemies; ſuppoſing therefore a 

| ſuit- 
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ſuitableneſs of the text to the happy oc- 


caſion of our preſent meeting, I ſhall en- 


deavour to draw from it proper practical 
reflections, and omitting the admonition 
that theſe words give to princes, often 
to think that the deſign of God in raiſ- 
ing them to ſuch dignity is to do fudg- 
ment and juſtice, and thereby become 
bleſſings to mankind, agreeably to the 
3 of the wiſeſt heathen, and of 
Ariſtatle in particular, who in a letter 
to Alexander exhorts him to keep in mind 
that his kingdom was given him by God, 
and for the ſake of men, that he might 
do them good and not injure them: 1 
wou d „ to you, 


I. Ottering up to God your tribute of 
praiſe for the favour he has conferr d upon 
us, in ſecuring to us the proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion. 


That this is a great and valuable bleſ- 
ſing cannot be reaſonably doubted of by 


any; ſince our liberties, religious and 


civil, which are eſſential to our happineſs 
in this life, and neceſſary to give a reliſh 
of pleaſure to every other enjoyment, 


"depended upon it and ſprung from it. 


It is therefore a publick and diffuſive _ 
ing 


(23) 

ſing that ſpreads felicity all around. If 
we think our ſelyes oblig'd (as certainly 
we are) to be thankful for particular and 
private favours, which impart happineſs 
but in a narrow ſphere, ſhall not we be 
peculiarly grateful to God for ſuch a 
© bleſſing as ſecures every other to us, and 
ſpreads the like benign influences upon all 
our countrymen? And ſhall not our praiſes 
riſe the higher by calling to mind the 
danger that we were in of loſing that 
bleſſing (as great and as extenſive as 'tis) 
had it not been for the ſcaſonable inter- 
poſition of providence? A general re- 
view raiſes horror, and 'tis not fit to 
ſtain the luſtre of this auſpicious day by 
a particular and minute deſcription. - 


Let the example of the queen of Sheba 
excite us to the duty of gratitude to God, 


Bleſſed be the Lord thy God who de- 


lighted in thee, to ſet thee on the throne 
of Iſrael. If this queen who had no o- 
ther light than that of nature and ſome 
broken traditions to inſtru her, (at leaſt 
till ſhe came to Jeruſalem) ſo readily 
comes in to the acknowledgment of di- 
Vine providence, and celebrating the praiſes 
of God, in raiſing up a good prince who 
fails not of being a publick bleſſing, ſhall 

| not 
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(24 ) 
not we who arc taught by the clcareſt 
revelation, that there is a particular pro- 
vidence, and have had beſides the experi- 
ence of remarkable intcrpolures of, pro- 
vidence in our favour, ſing the praiſes of 
our God who has defeated the deligns 
of our enemies, and plac'd on the throne 
our rightful ſovereign KING GEORGE, 
to be the guardian and ſecurity of. our 
liberties? may we not juſtly ſay, Becauſe 
the Lord loud our 1ſrarl for ever, to ren- 
der it perpetual, therefore hath he made 
HIM king, 10 do judgment and juſtice ? 
If the queen of Sheba from a generous 


regard to the happineſs of mankind, when 


ſhe had no relation to the people of IV 
rael, nor any conſiderable ſhare in the 
bleſſings which flow'd from the wiſe and 
prudent government of Solomon, bleſſed 
God for raiſing him to the throne, thail not 
we praiſe God for king George's acceſſion, 
when we (ar leaſt in a | degree) partake of 
the many benefits which ariſe from his 
skilful adminiſtration ? 


II. Let us take care to expreſs our gra- 
titude to God by a conſtant concern to 


practiſe univerſal righteouſneſs and good- 


neſs. This is the beſt manner that we can 


poſſibly take to ſhew the ſenſe VER 
2 of 


. 
of his favours, whether they are private 
or publick : And without which our moſt 
animated praiſes, offer d up in the ſolemneſt 
way, will by no means be acceptable. Be- 
ſides, hereby we fall in with the intention 
of God in raiſing our ſoyercigh to the 
throne, vig. to do judgment and juſtice, and 
make the king's adminiſtration eaſy and 
happy: Such a conduct ſecures to us the 
continuance of divine bleſſings, and gives 
ſtrength and happineſs to the community 
to which we relate. The natural conſe- 


quence of the exerciſe of piety and virtue 
and in particular of cultivating peace and 


mutual affection, is to preſerve to us the 
advantages which we enjoy under the pre- 
ſent mild and gentle government ; and 
the conduct of God to the people of Iſrael, 
and the kings which were plac'd over 
them, was according as they walk d in his 
ways and obey'd his commandments, or 
the contrary, We have prov d this in re- 
gard to their princes, by paſſages which we 
cited above; and 'tis equally clear with 
reſpect to the people. And it ſball come 
to paſs if thou ſhalt hearken diligently 


unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to | 


g t. 
obſerve, and to do all his commandments xxviii. 1. 


which I command thee this day, that the 
| E Lord 
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(26) 
Lord thy God will ſet thee on high above 
all nations of the earth. Bleſſed. ſbalt 
6, 7, thou be when thou comeſt in, and bleſſed 
ſhalt thou be when thou, gaeſt out; the 
Lord ſhall cauſe thine enemies that riſe 
up againſt thee to be. ſmitten befare thy 
face, the Lord ſball eſtabliſh thee an holy 
people unto himſelf —— If thou ſhalt keep 
9. the commandments of the Lord thy Gad, 
and walk in his ways. And he. ſaid. un- 
ch. xxxii. To them, ſet your hearts unto all the-words. 
46, 4% which ] teſtifie among yau this day, which 
ye ſhall command your children, to abſerve 
to do, all the wards of this law, far it 
is not a vain thing, tecauſe tis your life, 
and thro' this thing ye ſhall pralong your. 
days in the land whither you go over. Jor- 
dan to poſſeſs it. Keep — (rhe 
chap.xxix. words are {poken to, Iſrael) the words of 
9 this covenant, and do them, that ye may 
proſper. in all that ye do. Moved by theſe 
arguments, let us ſhew our thankfulneſs 
to God for the bleſſing which we now 
commemorate, by a ſteddy and conſtant 
practice of juſtice and goodneſs. And 
ſhall not the pleaſing effects of our reli- 
gious and civil liberty, the reſult of 
ublick juſtice, give us a ſenſible con- 
viction of the obligation we are under 
to 


J 


12 


ro the like practice in the ſeveral ſtations 


of life we are plac d in, and ſtrongly in- 
duce us to the exerciſe of that from 
Which we experience ſuch wide and ex- 


renſive advantages to proceed? Shall we 


rejoyce in the favours of God to us which 
ariſe from his goodneſs, and ſhall not we 


endeavõur to reſemble him in that amiable 


quality which influences ſo much to our 
own happineſs and the happineſs of 0- 


thers? 


3; {1 $595's 


III. By the particular and ſeaſonable 


interpoſition of divine providence to place 
and ſettle our moſt gracious ſovereign on 
the throne, notwithſtanding the vigorous 
endeavours of his and our enemies to pre- 
vent it, let us be engag' d ever to put our 


truſt in God. The children of Hrael were 
frequently reprov d for putting their con- 
fidehce (when in danger) in an arm of 
fleſh, in oppoſition to their placing de- 
pendence upon God, and were conſtantly 
exhorted to have recourſe to him in times 
of diſtreſs; and to encourage their hope, 
were. reminded of paſt deliverances. If 
any cloud for the time to come ſhou'd 
ariſe and threaten us (which God avert) 
let a reflection on paſt interpoſures of 
God in our favour excite in us a becoming 

E 2 truff. 
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truſt. Which [truſt] we are not to under- 
ſtand in ſuch a manner as to prevent our 
doing what in all reaſon is proper to the 
circumſtance of the caſe, and which can- 


not be unattended with ſincere repentance 


Rom. xiil. 
1 an} , 


of thoſe vices, from which otherwiſe, by 
the reaſon of things and the uſual: con- 
duct of God to nations, we have the juſteſt 
ground to fear inftances of divine diſplea- 
ſure. „ 

IV. Give me leave to recommend to 
you conſtancy in your duty and allegiance 
to the king. You are ſenſible that this 
is frequently commanded in the ſacred 
writings. Let every ſoul be ſubject unto 
the higher powers, for there is no power 
but is of God : the powers that be, are or- 
dain d of God.—— For rulers are not 4 
terror to good works, but to the evil: 
wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? 
do that which is good, and thou ſhalt 
have praiſe of the ſame, for he is a mini- 


ter of God to thee for good. But if thou 


1 Pet. ii. 


13,14, 15, 
16. 


do that which is evil, be afraid, &c. 
Submit your ſelves to every ordinance 1 
man for the Lord's ſake, whether it be 
to the king as ſupreme, or unto governors 
as to them that are ſent by him for the 


punifoment of evil doers, and for the praiſe 


of 


l 


(29) 
of them that do well. For ſo is the will 


of God, that with well- doing. ye may put 
to. ſilence the ignorance of fookſh men : As 
Free, and not uſing your liberty for @ cloke 


maliciouſneſs, but as the. ſervants of 


254 Havi a good con crence ; that „ iii. 
whereas — Bak ent of — as of evil. 6 NF 
 daers, they may be aſbam'd that fallly ac- 
cle hour good , converſation in Chriſt 
Hereby you will wipe off the unjuſt re- 
. proach of your enemies, and make them 


if it be poſſible) bluſh that have falſly 
accus'd you. But why do I preſs this 


upon you, who are proteſtant diſſenters, 
when your attachment to the intereſts of 
king George has been ſuch, as no one of 


your body (to your praiſe be it ſpoken) 
has been produc'd among thoſe who have 
conſpir'd againſt his government; and 
it is well known how great a REWARD 
we have recciv'd for ſo brave and conſtant 
affection and duty, vg. the liberty of ſer- 
ving God in the manner which (after a care- 
ful examination) we apprehend to be beſt, 
and moſt agreeable to the Simplicity of the 


Chriſtian religion, without any apparent 


Reaſon to fear perſecution. Conſcious of 
duty to God our ſupreme, for this His kind- 
neſs, let us go on, and uſe the ſmall 
CAPACITIES which are indulg'd us to 

| ; pro- 


[ 


quiet and peaceable life 


( zo) 

promote the deſign for which God raigd 
the king to the throne, vis. the cxetcife 
of juſtice, that in righteouſneſs his throne 
may be eftabliſh'd : Let us continue by our 
conduct to make it appear that we ate far 
from being enemies to well-remper d mo- 
narchy, that is, to our own conſtitution, 
while we declare we cannot go to the 
wild and extravagant lengths of ſome in 
crying up deſpotick and arbitrary power, 
which the great philoſopher * pronounces 
to be unworthy a freeman. ; 


# | 1.045 


V. Let us offer up ee our ftx- 


vent prayers to God for our gracious - 


vereign king George. The apoltle exhores, 


that firſt of all ſupplirations, prayers, in- 
— and 8 of thanks be mide 


for all men; for kings and for all that 


are in authority, that 4d x oy lead a 


godlineſs 
and honeſty, or this is coo a arrept- 


able in the fight of God. This has been 
our ſteddy and general practice, as well in 
private, as publick devotion. We fail not 
to offer up preſs prayers for king George 
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(31) 
and the royal family. Our addreſſes to 
God are frequent and explicite, we are 
too ſenſible of the benefits that ariſe from 
the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the illuſtrious 
houſe of Hanover, not to be thankful 


for them, and ardently to pray for their 


continuance. Give me leave therefore to 
exhort you to perſevere in this duty. 
Go on carneſtly to pray for the king, that 
God wou'd guard H 1M from danger, ſuc- 
ceed every deſign he forms, for the li- 
berty and happineſs of mankind, direct 
and guide his councils, preſerve his life, 
and continue him long as a bleſling to 
us, and that there may not fail one of his 
deſcendents, while they walk in the ways 
of the Lord, and do judgment and juſtice, 
to fill the Britiſß throne. 
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